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Find us on social media
@alaskawildlifealliance

To join one of our coalitions, visit akwildlife.org/partners To check out our merchandise, visit bonfire.com/store/akwildlife

To become a member or donate, visit akwildlife.org/take-action-1
or scan below. Our tax code EIN is: 92-0073877.

SPECIAL THANKS
Volunteers�and�Speakers
Abby�Lynch
Abe�Miller-Rushing
Amanda�Sesser
Andy�Yuen
Arin�Underwood
Barb�Lake
Benjamin�Meyer�
Bill�Templin
Bob�Armstrong
Bonnie�Easley-Appleyard
Brian�Zwiebel
Caroline�Cummings
Chuck�Caldwell
Cindy�Tribuzio
Colin�Tyler
Cory�Arlian
Cory�Lescher

Joseph�Geldhof
Julia�Illar
Juliette�Boselli
Kimberlee�Beckmen
Laurie�Craig
Leslie�Field
Liliana�Naves
Lorraine�Temple
Marc�Webber
Matt�Bowser
Matthew�Kirchhoff
Meda�DeWitt
Melissa�Dowell
Michael�Fortier
Nan�&�Bob�Eagleson�
Nancy�Yeaton
Natalie�Dawson
Olga�von�Ziegesar

Dan�Olsen
Dan�Ruthrauff
Dawn�Magness
Deb�Tobin
Diane�Granfors
Doug�Limpinsel
Emma�Luck
Erin�Knoll
Galen�Hetch
Grant�Margeson
Heidi�Pearson
Jake�Egelhoff
Jane�Belovarac
Jeremy�Littell
Jill�Johnstone
Jim�Lawler
Joel�Bennett
Joel�Reynolds

Rick�Steiner
Roger�Kaye
Ronald�Yarnell
Sanaa�Siddiqi
Savannah�Costner
Scott�McFarland
Steve�Jackson
Sue�Rodman
Suzie�Teerlink
Ted�Schuur
Teresa�Becher
Terry�Chapin
Tim�Fullman
Tim�Lescher
Todd�Eskelin
Tom�Counts
Tom�Paragi
Veronica�Padula

Will�Putman

Donations�made�in
honor�or�memory�of:
Andrew�Campbell
Ben�Olson
Betty�White
Bob�Hoffman
Brian�Boru�O'Niell
Carmen�Gutierrez
Claude�Maney
Dan�and�Danielle�Croce
Duane�J.�Schnorr
Elizabeth�(Betsy)�Pursell
Estelle�Aden
Geri�&�Dave�Freedman
Gi�Kunkle
James�and�Jana�Draper

Janet�Lockwood
Jermain,�Dunnagan�&�Owens�
Joy�Ames
Judith�Croce
Martha�Schmitt
Michael�Davidson
Michael�Doherty
Nicole�Schmitt
Preston�Marcy
Richard�Nelson
Riley�D�and�Genevieve�F
Rosy�Silverman
Ryhlee�Gerber
Scott�C�Marcy
Tricia�Elliot



Alaska is America’s last great wilderness, home to a unique and spectacular array of aquatic and terrestrial
wildlife species. The Alaska Wildlife Alliance (AWA) advocates for the protection and restoration of healthy
ecosystems across Alaska, ensuring that they are scientifically and ethically managed for biodiversity.

SOUTHEAST CHAPTER BOARD

From left to right:
Tommy Johnson

Linda Shaw
Irene Morris

Pauline Strong

Catch us at the Alaska Marine Science
Symposium, where AWA and our partners will
present our maps of cumulative threats to Cook
Inlet belugas as well as updates about the status
of their prey. These projects are made possible
through collaborations with Defenders of
Wildlife, Cook Inletkeeper, Trustees for Alaska,
Environmental Investigation Agency, and Dr.
William Bechtol. 

We are proud to recognize Joseph Geldhof and Joel Bennett as AWA's 2022 Lisa Ferguson Volunteers of
the Year Award recipients!  We are honored to have Joel as a co-plaintiff in the lawsuit to protect
Alexander Archipelago wolves. In addition to having served on the Alaska Board of Game for 13 years
across multiple Governors, Joel is one of the most premier wildlife filmmakers in the world. His films,
including Admiralty Island Fortress of the Bear and Tougher in Alaska, have captured the magic of
Alaska's wildlife and shared it with generations around the globe. Joseph (Joe) has offered pro-bono
legal representation on the case. Joe is known across Alaska for tackling tough Constitutional cases
and legislative issues - and winning!  The Alexander Archipelago wolves we seek to protect are in good
paws with Joe speaking for them in court. Together, Joe and Joel have logged hundreds of hours to
write the complaint, gather evidence, prepare for and endure a week-long trial, and submit an appeal
to Alaska's Supreme Court. Thank you, Joe and Joel, for supporting AWA and providing a critical voice
to the Alexander Archipelago wolves!  

Ben Olson will continue his project to
document Alexander Archipelago Wolves
on Prince of Wales Island. Through
photography and videography, we aim to
tell the complex story of these remaining
genetically-distinct wolves. Thank you to
the donors who have made this project
possible! For more information, visit
www.akwildlife.org/pow-wolves.

Giving a voice to
wildlife

thank you for making this work possible

LISA FERGUSON VOLUNTEER OF THE YEAR AWARD
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Joe and Joel outside the
Juneau courthouse in April
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looking forward to 2023
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MEET AWA

In partnership with the Kachemak Bay
National Estuarine Research Reserve and
the University of South Florida, AWA is
excited to launch a project to understand
how effectively beavers recharge climate-
drying peatlands on the Kenai Peninsula. 

Catch us at the Alaska Board of Game
meetings in January and March! We have
eleven proposals before the Board of Game
this year and would love your support. Email
nicole@akwildlife.org if you would like to
volunteer or testify on behalf of wildlife. 

In partnership with the Native Village of Paimiut
and Environmental Consortium in the Asqinaq
(Hooper Bay region as it is also known) we will
develop a Climate Vulnerability Assessment for
humans and wildlife, identifying place-based,
nature-based solutions to climate change. 

After five long years, Ramey Newell's
documentary A Good Wolf will be ready for the
big screen by the end of 2023! Special thanks
to all the  individuals who have donated to the
film, as well as the Patagonia Foundation for
their support. Watch the trailer and learn
more at www.akwildlife.org/film-fund.

Individual memberships are critical to our success, and account for one-third of our annual income.
Our members also increase our influence - the bigger our pack, the more influential we are. 
THANK YOU for sharing your income with wildlife!

Members�&�Supporters
Anonymous�(38)
Abby�Cash
Abby�Goff
Abigail�Snedeker
Adam�Babcock
Adam�Doherty
Alan�Arnone
AK�Community�Fdn.
AK�Conservation�Fdn.
Alex�Johnson
Alexander�Strong
Allegra�Hamer
Allison�Charles
Amelia�Cloonan
Amelia�Osborne
Andrea�Lang
Andrea�Stokey
Andrew�Josephson
Andrew�Weber
Anna�Godduhn
Anna-Maria�Mueller
Annick�Balesteri
Annie�Schmitt
Anthony�Riske
Applied�Materials��Fdn
April�Warwick
Arlene�Rosenkrans
Ashley�Ihrke
Beau�Borrero
Becky�Hassebroek
Ben�Hancock
Benjamin�Wright
Beth�Rosenberg
Beth�Saltonstall
Bethan�Carter
Beverly�Minn
Bill�Hojohn
Billie�Noble
Blue�Jay�Way
Blue�Market�Alaska
Bob�Hoffman
Bob�Jones
Bob�Weeden
Bonnie�Lind
Brad�Lewis

Diane Taylor Joni Kitmiiq
Spiess 

Suzanne Marcy

 AWA's Lisa Ferguson Volunteer award is presented in remembrance of Lisa Ferguson, who died of Hodgkin's disease when she was 18 years
old. Lisa's legacy lives on through her family's support of wildlife conservation and the volunteers who make that work possible.

Brandi�Aliaga
Brian�Halacy
Brian�Litmans
Brian�Paust
Brianna�Beswick
Brittani�Clancey
Caitlin�Hedberg
Cara�Eule
Carol�Damberg
Carol�Fuller
Carol�McCarty
Carol�McVeigh
Carolyn�Pritchett
Catherine�Stephenson
Catherine�Versteeg
Celia�Quinn
Cheryl�Forrester�Babcock
Cheryl�Porter
Chloe�Rossman
Chris�Perry�
Christina�Macdougall
Christine�Knittel
Christopher�Diekman
Christopher�Eddy
Christopher�Keefe
Colin�Mcgovern
ColinTyler�Bogucki
Colleen�Cartwright
Connie�Kreiss�
D�Roxanne�Richards
Dan�Olsen
Daniel�Thornhill
Danielle�Williams
Danny�Rosenkrans
David�Raskin
David�Beebe
David�Komessar
David�Pettibone
Dawn�Bieber
Deb�Congdon
Debra�Jurey
Defenders�Of�Wildlife
Deidra�Holum
Deirdre�Rosenberg
Delia�Vargas�Kretsinger
Denali�Mountain�Works

Denise�Saigh
Diana�Keyser
Diane�Raynor
Diane�Taylor
Diane�Weatherwax
Didier�Lindsey
Don�Soileau
Donald�Cornelius
Donald�Molde
Dorie�Klein
Doug�Gledhill
Doug�Robbins
Douglas�Molyneaux
Ed�Schmitt
Edie�Irwin
Elaine�Woodriff
Elena�Tillman
Elisabeth�Mering
Elizabeth�Offutt
Elizabeth�Smith
Elizabeth�Turgeon
Ellen�Murphy-Welk
Emi�Homura
Emily�Conlogue
Emily�Weiser
Enrico�Cima
Enrique�Quintana
Env'l.�Investigation�Agency
Erica�Harris
Erika�Wolter
Erin�Lockwood
Erin�Shew
Evelyn�Trevethan
Faith�Curammeng
FashionPact�Thrift�Boutique
Florine�Jordan
Floyd�Tomkins
Frances�Jurek
Frank�Maxwell
Fred�Hirschmann
Fund�For�Wild�Nature�Fdn
G.P.�"Buzz"�Avery
Gail�Moore
Gayle�Nienhueser
Geraldine�Clemens
Gertrude�Toomey

Gina�Usher
Goldstream�Cannabis
Grady�Jeter
Greg�Miller
Greg�Tibbetts
Gus�Maxwell
Haley�Cary
Hank�Jamieson
Harry�Robinson
Heather�Branvold-Faber
Heather�Sokul
Heidi�Kunkle
Heidi�Weiland
Hope�Mcgratty
Hugh�Rose
Jack�Depperschmidt
James�Lundsted
Jane�Heltebrake
Jane�Meacham
Jane�Tibbetts
Janet�Colon
Janet�Long
Janet�Rhodes
Janet�Rigoni
Jared�Bublinec
Jason�Huggins
Jason�Keedy
Jason�Rogers
Jean�Lauer
Jean�Molde
Jeanie�Cole
Jeanine�Stanton
Jeff�Hoerle
Jeffrey�Sloss
Jeffrey�Stroke
Jeffrey�Wagner
Jenna�Daucunas
Jenna�Klein
Jennie�Hermann
Jennifer�Kovacs
Jenny�Pursell
Jeremy�Littell
Jerry�Hupp
Jess�Kowalski
Jocelyn�Powder
Joe�McVeigh

Joel�Bennett
JoEllen�Patterson
Johanna�Bakker
John�Lisowski
John�Morton
John�Stalvey
John�Toppenberg
Jonathan�Galin
Jonathan�Mcdonagh
Josef�Nemyr
Joseph�Cowen
Joseph�Einhorn
Julia�Ramos
Julia�Skowronek
Julian�Meyer-Oven
Julian�Uhlman
Juliette�Boselli
Justin�Ames
Jw�Banks
Kaelin�Naramore
Karen�Cuthbert
Karen�Leroy
Karen�Olson
Karen�Walker
Katherine�Krajzynski
Kathleen�Weaver
Kathryn�Gelinas
Kathryn�Vizas�
Katie�Fisk
Katie�Mcmahon
Kelsey�Hansen
Ken�Kuchta
Kerri�Quinn
Kevin�Clement
Khurram�Khan
Kimberly�Hampton-
Cucchiara
Kimberly�Porter
Kina�Sands
Kit�Burroughs
Kneeland�Taylor
Koda�Allen
Kristina�Cohen
Kroger�Company
Kylie�Roach
Kyran�Sweet

Lari�Larimer
Laura�Baldwin
Laura�Sneddon
Laurie�Craig
Lawrence�Foundation
Leanne�Werner
Lee�Zucker
Leigh�Winn
Leslie�Field
Levi�Brown
Linda�Boggs
Linda�Ho
Linda�Shaw
Lindsey�Galin
Lisa�Brendle
Lisa�Saylor�Charitable�Fd
Little�Family�Charitable�Fd
Liz�Mackell
Lore�Schirokauer
Louis�Balesteri
Luc�Nemyr
Lush�Cosmetics�Fdn
Lynn�Driessen
Lynn�Holman
Lyric�Mosley
Maggie�Howell
Maggie�Jones
Marcy�Stalvey
Marga�Raskin
Margaret�McGinnis
Margaret�Tileston
Margareth�Twigg
Marian�Perrine
Marie�Gordon
Marika�Mannerstrom
Marion�Klein
Mark�Huckel
Mark�Jurek
Mark�Ode
Martha�N�Smith
Martha�Wavrin
Marty�Messick
Marvin�Hassebroek
Mary�Baker
Mary�Banaszak
Mary�Ellen�Trevino

Mary�Everson
Mary�Jeter
Mary�Lisa�Paesani
Matthew�Cohen
Max�&�Victoria�Dreyfus�Fdn
Megan�Coggins
Melissa�Dowell
Michael�Davidson
Michael�O'meara
Michelle�Harris
Mike�Holtz
Molly�Fierro
Monique�Schnorr
Morgan�Durham
Nadia�Small
Nancy�Bale
Nancy�K�Socha
National�Parks
Conservation�Association
Ndongwa�Pemba
Neil�O'Donnell
Nelly�Davoust
Network�For�Good
Company
Nia�Suitt
Nola�Lamken
Pamela�Todd
Pamela�Williams
Patagonia�Foundation
Patrice�Lecso
Patricia�Baker
Patricia�Cue
Patricia�Loverme
Patrick�Partridge
Paul�Burdyn�
Paul�Forman
Pauline�Strong
Peel�Family�Fund
Peggy�Lynn
Penny�Gage
Peter�Ehrhardt
Peter�Hail
Peter�Melde
Peter�Porco
Peter�Stoel
Peter�Vogt

Pierre�Schlemel
Preston�Marcy
Rachel�Bastian
Rachel�De�Las�Casas
Rachel�Smith
Ramona�Davis
Raymond�Carr
Rebecca�Knight
Regan�Downey
Revel��&�Max�Miller
Richard�Mcmahan
Richard�Piliero
Ritchie�Dorrier
Robert�Riker
Robert�Vizas
Ronald�Yarnell
Rose�Geer-Robbins
Rosemarie�Pruette
Russ�Christensen
Rustic�Pathways
Ruth�Mchenry
Ruud-Mjos�Tributaries
Alaska�Family�Fund
Ryan�Trenkamp
Sahsen�Fund
Sally�Gervais
Samantha�Emery
Sarah�Josephson
Saralyn�Tabachnick
Sean�Seary
Shannon�Joss
Sharon�Stroble
Shirley�Imhof
Sluszka�Family
Starla�Seabaugh
Stephen�Bartell
Steve�Lefkovits
Steve�Williams
Sue�Ellen�May
Sue�Goodglick
Susan�Scherwin
Susan�Sloss
Susan�Terwilliger
Susannah�Woodruff
Suzanne�Didier
Suzanne�Marcy

Sweeney�Thomas
Charitable�Account
Sweetgrass�Foundation
Sylvia�Maiellaro
Sylvia�Thompson
Tara�Walker
Team�Sbs�Gives�Back
Teresa�Becher
Teresa�Little
Terra�Education�Inc
The�Venture�Club
Theresa�Slaven
Timothy�Barry
Timothy�Stys
Todd�and�Lydia�Peter
Charitable�fund
Tom�Meacham
Tom�Yukman
Tori�Gyorey
Tricia�Howe
Tundra�Travels�Llc
Ulle�Clark
Valanne�Glooschenko
Valerie�Carter
Vanessa�Meade
Vicki�Santello
Wendy�Greenberg
Will�Saltonstall
William�Byl
William�Tompkins
William�Watkins
Wilson�Rice
Wolf�Conservation�Center
Zachary��Naramore



Alaska Wildlife Alliance, et al., v. U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service | Represented by Trustees for Alaska
Last year, the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service (USFWS) passed a rule to increase the amount of legal harassment
allowable to oil and gas operators on polar bears and walruses in the Beaufort Sea and on the North Slope.
The new rule allows oil and gas companies to harass almost half of the polar bears left in the Southern
Beaufort Sea population (less than 900 individuals left), double what USFWS previously allowed. These
bears have already declined by 40% in the past few decades and continue to face habitat loss. Our lawsuit
charges the USFWS with violating the National Environmental Policy Act, Marine Mammal Protection Act,
and  Endangered Species Act. Special thanks to Trustees for Alaska and our coalition partners.

Photo by  Alaska Dept. of Fish & Game

Alaska Wildlife Alliance and Joel Bennett v. Vincent-Lang | Represented by Joe Geldhof
In October of 2020, we sued the State of Alaska and the Alaska Department of Fish & Game to prevent
unsustainable wolf trapping seasons on Prince of Wales Island. In one season, trappers killed over 40% of
the island's genetically distinct Alexander Archipelago wolves. We seek balanced management that ensures
a healthy, sustainable wolf population on the island. After an intensive week-long trial this Spring, we found
the Court's decision deserves further review, and filed an appeal with the Alaska Supreme Court. The
appeal will be heard in 2023.  Special thanks to Joe Geldhof, Joel Bennett, Matthew Kirchhoff, Natalie
Dawson, Dave Persons, Grant Margeson, Tom Counts, and Carol Damberg for their expertise and  support!

Alaska Wildlife Alliance, et al., v. Haaland, et al. | Represented by Trustees for Alaska
In August 2020, we sued the Department of the Interior and the National Park Service (NPS) for adopting a
rule that would allow extreme sport hunting practices, such as bear baiting and killing wolves and their
pups during the denning season in Alaska’s park lands. These extreme and unethical practices are now
allowed by NPS on iconic public lands such as Denali and Wrangell-St. Elias. Special thanks to Bill Watkins,
Trustees for Alaska, and our coalition partners.

Gwich'in Steering Committee v. Haaland | Represented by Trustees for Alaska
We are part of the coalition taking the Department of Interior and the Bureau of Land Management to court
for their plan to open the Coastal Plains of the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge to oil companies. Stopping
these lease sales is essential to protecting Arctic wildlife already stressed by climate change. Special thanks
to Ronald Yarnell, Trustees for Alaska, and our coalition partners .

 Mandy Migura monitors
belugas on the Kenai River 

Tongass Forest field trip at
the Deer Summit in Craig

Next Gen AWA volunteers
at Wild Salmon Day

Belugas Count! Kenai
station volunteers

Northern Alaska Environmental Center v. Bernhardt | Represented by Trustees for Alaska & Western
Mining Action Project
We serve on the coalition challenging the Department of Interior, Bureau of Land Management, National
Park Service, and U.S. Army Corps of Engineers for approving the Ambler Road. The road would cut through
Gates of the Arctic National Preserve, fragment one of the longest caribou migrations in the world, cross
nearly 3,000 rivers and streams, dam tundra wetlands, and stir up asbestos that pollutes air and water- all
to access new open-pit hard rock mining. Special thanks to Juliette Boselli, Anne Beaulaurier, Seth Kantner,
Trustees for Alaska, and our coalition partners.

We're published!  This year, AWA's Vice President Dr. John Morton, Executive Director Nicole Schmitt, and Deputy Director Mandy
Migura were contributing authors to seven different articles published across multiple journals, including:

 A RADical approach to conservation in Alaska in The Wildlife Professional
Responding to Ecosystem Transformation: Resist, Accept, or Direct? in Fisheries
Congenital defects and herpesvirus infection in beluga whale Delphinapterus leucas calves from the Critically
Endangered Cook Inlet population in Diseases of Aquatic Organisms 
Management Foundations for Navigating Ecological Transformation by Resisting, Accepting, or Directing Social–
Ecological Change in Bioscience

In partnership with conservation partners, AWA is creating a map that consolidates and visualizes habitat threats and
stressors to Cook Inlet belugas whales, including legal harassment permits, shipping routes, oil and gas mixing zones, and
wastewater treatment facility mixing zones. This map will be presented at the Alaska Marine Science Symposium in
January, 2023 and available online.
In partnership with the Environmental Investigation Agency, we contracted a fisheries biologist to gather data on Cook
Inlet beluga prey availability and update the Cook Inlet Beluga Prey supplement from the 2016 Cook Inlet Beluga Whale
Recovery Plan. Much of these data have not been updated since 2010, but they are necessary to understand what types
and how much food is currently available to Cook Inlet belugas. This report will be presented at the Alaska Marine Science
Symposium in January, 2023 and available online.
We continued to be a partner of the Alaska Beluga Monitoring Partnership and the Coastal Observation and Seabird
Survey Team, training volunteers to monitor beluga whales in Cook Inlet and track seabird die-offs around the state.

Bears, Birds, & Beers: Over 75 wildlife enthusiasts joined us for free guided wildlife walks, followed by beers at a local Anchorage
brewery this summer!
Wildlife Wednesday Presentations: We hosted 19 Wildlife Wednesdays where over 2,000 people learned about Alaska's wildlife,
from beavers to shorebirds, humpback whales, hummingbirds, sharks, caribou and more. Thank you to all our volunteer speakers
and business sponsors! You can view Wildlife Wednesday recordings on our website, YouTube channel, and Facebook page.
Beluga Whale Education: We gave educational presentations and site tours about belugas to students traveling with Global
Leadership Adventures. After a 2-year pause, NOAA Fisheries, AWA and our partners also resumed the annual Belugas Count! event
across Cook Inlet, where AWA co-hosted the Kenai monitoring site.
Denali Wolf Documentary: Filming for the documentary, A Good Wolf (working title) resumed this August. This documentary, which
will be ready by end of 2023, portrays the controversy over hunting and trapping of wolves at the boundary of Denali National Park.
Learn more and view the trailer at akwildlife.org/film-fund!
Alexander Archipelago Wolves: AWA was excited to participate in the Craig Deer Summit, a gathering of community members,
scientists, and hunters to share information and discuss factors that influence the deer population on Prince of Wales Island,
including wolves. We also partnered with photographer Ben Olson to document these rare wolves and their changing habitat.  

defending wildlife in the courts Cultivating knowledge

researching vulnerable species & habitats
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At more than 30 events in 2022, we educated thousands of people about Alaska's
wildlife and ecosystems! 

Alaska Industrial Development and Export Authority v. Biden | Represented by Trustees for Alaska
In March, we and 12 coalition partners led by the Gwich'in Steering Committee, intervened in a lawsuit
brought by the Alaska Industrial Development and Export Authority (AIDEA) and the State of Alaska against
the Biden administration. In this case, the AIDEA and the state of Alaska asked the court to force the U.S.
Bureau of Land Management to allow oil and gas activities in the coastal plain of the Arctic Refuge —
despite serious legal problems with the leasing program adopted by the Trump administration. We seek to
defend the Interior Department’s suspension of oil and gas activities in the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge.
Special thanks to coalition partners and Trustees for Alaska.

Carol Damberg collects
cameras for the Alexander

Archipelago wolf media project

Learn more about AWA's work to represent wildlife in the courts at www.akwildlife.org/lawsuits



REDUCING HARRASSMENT OF CRITICALLY ENDANGERED BELUGA WHALES
In 2021,  AWA’s Deputy Director Mandy Migura co-authored "To take or not take? Examination of the status quo
process for issuing take authorizations of endangered Cook Inlet beluga whales and implications for their
recovery" published in Conservation Science and Practice. The study highlighted NOAA Fisheries’ liberal
approach to authorizing harassment (also known as “take”) of critically endangered Cook Inlet beluga whales;
in some years, the amount of legally authorized harassment was more than 8,000% of the beluga population
size. In response, we and coalition partners filed a legal petition in January requesting NOAA re-examine their
existing system of authorizing harassment of these endangered whales. In the petition, we requested that NOAA                

Fisheries: conduct comprehensive reviews of their take authorization/permitting systems; set an annual “cap” on the amount of
harassment authorized for Cook Inlet belugas; and create an online, publicly-accessible system that tracks the amount of take applied
for, the amount of take legally authorized, and all take that actually occurred (whether authorized or not). The result of this petition will
be available in 2023. 

13 PROPOSALS FOR
SUSTAINABLE MANAGEMENT

We submitted 13 proposals to the Board of Game, 11 of which
will be heard at the 2023 meetings. Ten of our proposals seek to
remedy faults in the Prince of Wales wolf trapping regulations,
which do not have in-season mechanisms for preventing over-
trapping. We also wrote Proposal 145, which seeks 1/4 mile
hunting and trapping setbacks from the soon-to-be-constructed
Sterling Highway wildlife underpasses and overpass (the first in
Alaska!) near Cooper Landing. Join our newsletter to learn how
you can support these proposals!

250+ MARINE MAMMAL
ENTHUSIASTS

In partnership with the Homer Foundation, University of Alaska -
Kachemak Bay Campus, and the Alaska Maritime National
Wildlife Refuge, our four-day Kachemak Bay Marine Mammal
Forum was a success! Over 250 people attended virtually and in
person to learn about local marine wildlife and ways they can get
involved in marine stewardship. Missed the event? We can't re-
create the marine mammal bar trivia experience, but you can
watch all the presentations on our website and Youtube channel!
www.youtube.com/alaskawildlifealliance

From the tourism industry to hunters, small businesses, scientists, educators, and other
conservation nonprofits, we are building coalitions that support wildlife across the state.
 In 2022, we partnered with over 30 organizations to support wildlife. 

In April we celebrated the U.S. Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals decision that upheld a 2016 U.S. Fish & Wildlife
Service rule which prohibits brown bear baiting in the Kenai National Wildlife Refuge, and continues
management of the Skilak Wildlife Recreation Area for wildlife viewing and education. AWA and coalition
partners intervened in defense of this rule in 2017, when it was challenged by Safari Club International and the
State. The Refuge is obligated to protect Kenai brown bears on Refuge lands, and the Court's decision recognizes
the agency’s authority to do so. At a time when so many of Alaska’s wildlife protections are being rolled back,
this ruling comes as a sigh of relief for all those who enjoy the Refuge and its wildlife. We are forever grateful to
our co-plaintiffs and the legal team at Trustees for Alaska for representing us in this case!

KENAI REFUGE VICTORY!

 FORTY UNDER 40

This year, AWA's Executive Director Nicole Schmitt was recognized
as an outstanding young professional in the 2022 Alaska Top Forty
Under 40 by the Alaska Journal of Commerce and Anchorage Daily
News. This year, the selection committee considered 288
nominees, the largest number of submissions in the state's Top
Forty Under 40 honors. We  are honored by the recognition and for
the nomination from AWA staff, the Alaska Beluga Monitoring
Partnership, and the Chugach Regional Resources Commission. 

500+ HOURS OF ENDANGERED
BELUGA MONITORING

In 2021, AWA received multiple reports of traps on multiuse trails, to include: one dog killed and another injured
by conibear traps placed less than 100 feet from trailheads; a motocross rider pulled off his motorbike by a
snare; and multiple dogs caught in snares at popular Mat Su-area trails. In response, we  published our first Map
the Trap report with consolidated data on trap encounters across Alaska. We also drafted a proposal to the
Board of Game (BOG), which requested 50 yard trap setbacks from over 200 designated and maintained
multiuse trails in the Mat Su-area. We mobilized nearly 500 comments and testimonies before the BOG in
support of this proposal, with only 36 comments against.   But, the Board did not accept the proposal and asked 

us to negotiate with trappers for a reduced list of trails. In February, we negotiated (by trapper and non-trapper consensus) the original
list of 200+ trails to a mere 18 trails. At the March BOG meeting, the Board denied both our original proposal and the negotiated 18 trail
proposal without explanation, despite broad public support for trap setbacks. The Board's extreme position was covered by Alaska
Public Media, Anchorage Daily News, Anchorage Press, and the Alaska Landmine. We will continue to collect data on trap encounters in
multiuse areas through our Map the Trap program, and seek resolution where we can. This fall, AWA submitted an Amicus Brief before
Alaska's Supreme Court in support of the City of Valdez's trap setbacks from local multiuse trails. We also support the Cooper Landing
Safe Trails proposals and the Homer Advisory Committee proposal for setbacks near multiuse trails in Cooper Landing and Homer. If
you would like to get involved, visit www.akwildlife.org/safetrails, email nicole@akwildlife.org, or text "trap" to 833-541-0408 to join our
free text alert system. 

PROTECTING TRAILS

2022 in numbers speaking up for wildlife
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31 EVENTS WITH 3,500+
PERSON PARTICIPATION

We are grateful to the volunteers who made this year's in-person
and virtual education and advocacy events possible! We enjoyed
meeting folks from around the world who are interested in
supporting wildlife at our  Wildlife Wednesdays and Bears, Birds and
Beers events, as well as community gathering such as SalmonFest,
Wild Salmon Day, Kenai River Festival and many more. Check out
AWA's upcoming events on our website and Facebook page!

25 IDEAS FOR INNOVATIVE
CLIMATE ADAPTATION

With the support of a diverse Steering Committee from the Alaska
Climate Adaptation Science Center, USGS, Tanana Chiefs
Conference, and the State of Alaska, we hosted our first Approaches
to Adapting to Alaska's Rapidly Warming Climate workshop! Over
three days, as many as 264 participants engaged in discussions and
listened to 23 speakers deliver 25 presentations on thought-
provoking questions and cutting-edge solutions to the climate
challenge in Alaska.  You can watch recordings of the workshop and
read the workshop report at www.akwildlife.org/workshop.

In partnership with Kenai Peninsula Collage, AWA hosts Alaska
Beluga Monitoring Partnership sites on the Kenai and Kasilof Rivers.
Between August of 2021-2022, our staff and AKBMP volunteers
monitored critically endangered beluga whales in rain and shine: 
         Kenai River: 370+ hours over 170+ days, 70 observers
         Kasilof River: 135+ hours over 65 days, 15 observers
450+ subscribers to our Kenai-area beluga sightings text alert
system (doubled since 2021!). Text "beluga" to 833-541-0408 to join! 

VICTORY! REDUCING HALIBUT BYCATCH
Thanks to the support and testimony of hundreds of Alaskans, including many AWA members, the North Pacific
Fisheries Management Council voted to reduce trawl halibut bycatch in the Bering Sea. Under the new
guidelines, when halibut abundance is very low, legal bycatch levels drop by 35 percent. Leading up to the vote,
AWA joined numerous Alaska Native groups, a bipartisan coalition of Alaska legislators, and fishermen’s
associations across the state to support halibut bycatch reduction. Never before have Alaskans from all regions
and sectors come together in this way to support unified action to protect our fisheries and communities.   We
are honored to have stood with numerous Alaskan communities, Tribes, and fishers in support of reduced
bycatch, and will continue to advocate for intact marine habitats across Alaska. 

https://www.alaskapublic.org/2021/04/25/anchorage-dog-dies-in-trap-on-glen-highway-reigniting-debate-about-regulations/
https://www.alaskapublic.org/2021/10/14/tribal-commercial-fishing-groups-call-for-drastic-reductions-in-trawl-salmon-bycatch/
https://www.adn.com/opinions/2021/12/10/fisheries-council-must-act-to-reduce-alaska-halibut-bycatch/
https://www.alaskajournal.com/2021-11-24/bering-sea-fishermen-press-north-pacific-council-halibut-bycatch

